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In conjunction with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), ARC sponsored research to Determine the Fraction of Blowing Agent Released from Polyurethane Foam Insulation Used in Refrigerators, After the Product is Decommissioned. The work was conducted at Denmark Technical University (DTU) in Copenhagen, using foam samples comprised of different blowing agents, including CFC-11, HCFC-141b, HFC-134a, and HFC-245fa. The final report from this project was published in January 2002. 

For a typical size distribution of particles from a shredder in Denmark, it was determined that, in total, less than 40% of the blowing agent is released upon shredding and during the first 6 weeks after it has been shredded. This is an important find because it has been assumed in global warming computer models that 100% of the blowing agent is released to the atmosphere when the appliance is decommissioned. Based on these results and further analyses of decommissioning practices in the U.S., ARC is working with EPA to adjust the assumptions used in EPA's global warming models.

	1111 19th street, nw ( suite 402 ( washington, dc   20036


	tel 202 ( 872 ( 5955 ( fax 202 ( 872 ( 9354 e-mail ( aham@aham.org








